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BUSINESS =a) STATISTICS 


A WEEKLY SUPPLEMENT TO THE SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS 


Available only with subscriptton to the SURVEY OF CURRENT BUSINESS, at $4.00 annually, this Supplement provides selected 
weekly and monthly data subsequent to those published in the latest monthly SURVEY 
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1957 1958 
ITEM fp — T . T —-—- 
Dec. 21 Dec, 28 Dec, 6 Dec, 15 Dec. 20 Dec, 27 
————_——_—— - _ — —j{_ ++——__—_—_—_—__———_ a — 
Commodity prices, wholesale: 

ANT Commodities. cccccccscccccescccseccccesccces 1947~49eI00.. | seccsecces PIIBLS FT cccccccces 119.0 119.1 ecccccccee 
FEM PFOEUCTE. cccccccccccccccccccocececccccceccsooeeEOocce | cocccecsce #92.6 | .cccccccce 90.1 90.7 | ccccccccecs 
FECES, POCOSSOD, ccccccccecccccccccccccccccococcocceEQeces | cocccccece 9107.4 | ccccccccce 108.7 108.8 | sccccccces 
ALL OTRO cccccccccccccccceccccccccccccccccccccccceceE@ccce | cecccceces #126, 1 cccccccece 127.0 127.1 eeeccccces 

SE SNE N10 BY vecccccsevsscecesocscesccscveccsceseMBccee 84,7 84.7 87.5 86,7 86.1 86.1 

Department STOre SOIOS..ceeccesecsecccescscesesscessessedOsees 294 158 244 293 mae 0 éétucaneos 
Insured unemployment, totel..cccccccccecesccececccccesetNOUSe, 2,086 2,521 #*#2,135 #92,216 | soccccccee 
STATO PTOGTEMS. cocccccccccccccccceccoceccccccccccoscoeE@ecce 1,922 2,325 1,910 1,990 | secccccses 
Fellures, industrial and commercial... ccccccccccccceeshumber,, 276 166 294 | 267 251 =| 
Finance: | 

Currency In circulation 3/.ccccesecccecsececseeMll, of dol., 31,973 32,089 32,057 32,218 32, 594 32,522 

Federal! Reserve bank credit outstanding, total 3/...0cdQ.eee 26,218 26,687 27,844 27,847 28,311 | 28,899 

Member bonk reserve balances 3/...cccccccccecceceseeeedOeees 19,483 19,666 18,740 18,629 18,844 19,173 
Excess reserves, estimated 3/..cccccccccccscccccseesdOseee 610 652 530 459 487 639 

Re-~ting member banks (of F.R,System) in leading cities: 4/ 

Demand deposits, od justed....cscccccceccececeMil, of dol.. 56,651 56, 169 57,214 58 , 968 59,450 | scccccccce 
Time deposits, except U. S. Government... cccccccceesIOsces 23,970 24,140 27,8862 27,976 28,007 Ccccccccece 
Loans and investments (adjusted), total.. oneces@Meses 88,578 88,487 94,930 95,135 95,962 | secccccces 
U. S. Government ob) igatlonsS..cccccccccccsecccecesGQccee 26,010 26,087 32,149 31,877 31,901 | ccccccccce 
Commercial, industrial, and agr, loans (gross)....d0.... | 32, 305 32,288 3,675 30,793 31,181 | ieee tenia 
Real-estate [Ons (GroSS).scccccccessccsccccsscsesWOeees | 8,780 8,772 9,505 | 9,546 9,580 | coccccccce 

Bond yields, domestic corporate (Moody's) 3/.......percent.. 4.27 4.25 4.38 | 4.3% 4,3%8 4,39 

Stock prices, 500 stocks (Stand, & Poor's) 4/.,,,1941-43=10,, 39.38 39,52 52.53 53.46 53,98 | 54.11 
Industrials, 425 STOCKS.ssccccccccecccecsccsescesessdOeees 42.19 42.36 56.06 | 57,09 57.64 | 57.74 

Production: 

Bituminows COO! 3/.sesccecescccceeesestnous, Of Short tons., | 1,602 | 1,169 1,461 1,504 1,483 | cocccevcce 

Electric power, by utilities. ..cscccccecceeeMil, Of kw.-hr., 12,412 | 11,218 13,017 | 13,450 | pee 

Passenger cers and trucks (Ward's)...cccccesscesecsstumber,, 163,071 92,342 169,957 | 160,724 159,369 | 120,910 

Petroleum (crude) and condensate 3/,....+++-.thous, of bbi., 6,915 6,940 7,067 7,097 7,097 eeccccccece 

Stee! S/eccccccccccccccccccccccccccece thous, Of short tons.. | 1,742 1, 366 1,985 1,985 2,011 | 1,840 
Percent Of COpPACI TY. cccccccccccccccccccccccecceccccoccoces #68. | #53.4 73.5 73.5 74,5 | 68.2 

Freight carloadings, total....ccccscceseseseeethous, Of cars,, | 590 410 594 589 S71 | ccccccccce 

HM rcosensevsvcsrsevenseesessovessssoscover@Beoee | 292 210 310 303 | 288 ee 








1/ Date deo not aiways cover calendar weeks, 2/ Tuesday prices, 3/ Daily average, 4/ Wednesday data, 5/ Week beginning December 29, 
1958: Production, 2,045 thous, short tons; operating rate, 75.8 percent, * Monthly index for December 1957, ** Exciudes 411,000 and 
401,000 Insured unemployed reported under temporary programs (TUC) for December 6 and 13, respectively; includes claims under Ex-Servicemen's 
Unenp |oyment Compensation Act of 1958 (UCX) effective October 27, 1958. # Based on January |, 1957, annual capacity (155,459,150 tons); 
not comparable with 1958 rates which are based on January |, 1958, annual capacity (140,742,570 tons), 
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1957 | 1958 
1TEM . = T Sas aiegin ince 
October November August September | October November 
—_--—-——- -~——— — — —-————_— + ———- -—_—___--—__ --#-—-—- — = | -—-—— EE Bsxssitee 
COMMODITY PRICES 
} 
Consumer price index: | 
AlL IFOMB se ccccccdcccccsccoccsvcocecoccecococces IMT—OIIG,. i21,1 121.6 123.7 123.7 123.7 | *123.9 
APPETO! . coccccccccccccccccccceceocecococeccecccoeseeWecee 107.7 107.9 106.6 107.1 | 107.3 | 107.7 
i PPPPUTTTTITITITITITITITITITITITTITI TTT iri tT 116,4 116,0 120.7 120.3 | 119.7 119.4 
BOlry PredurtScccccccocccccccccesccccccoeccesossceGWeoce 114,2 114.5 113.0 114.1 | 114.5 | 114.5 
Fruits and vegetables. ..ccccccccccccescscesccsesesdOQseee 114.5 114.6 124.9 120,7 121.0 121.1 
Meats, poultry, and FISN..ccccccccccccecrcceesveesedQsees 106.5 104.6 117.7 115.8 114.6 113.5 
HOUS IAs cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccceccocccccceseeWOecce 126.6 126.8 127.9 127.9 127.9 | 128.0 
Gas ond electricityccccccccccecccccccccccccccscceeGccce 113.8 114.3 117.5 118.0 | 118.1 116.1 
HOUS@TUPMISHIAGS. ccccccccceseccccesescesccccsesessdOeees 104.8 104.5 103.3 103.6 103.4 103.5 
WRcoceuccvaescesensecesnversescoessenasneestvedeces 136.0 | 136,3 138.1 138.2 138.3 138.4 
MIE CNG nccoceviscvesicndscvscrseccateéovessna@tbees 139.7 140,3 145.0 146, 1 146.7 | 147,0 
POTSONO! COTO. ccccccccccccccccccoccsescocceseccceceeIOsece 126.2 | 126.7 128.9 128.7 126.8 129.1 
Reading Ene TECTOSP IRs cccccccescoccoccoccococecscooG@occs 113.4 | 114.4 116.7 116.6 116.6 117,0 
WHET TAN ccccccecsctecccescseveesoecevessoeseiieess 135.8 | 140.0 141,0 141.3 142.7 144,5 
Pri VOTO. cccccccccccccccccccccccccceccoscccsceseseeIOecee 125.4 | 129.7 130, 1 10,4 131.8 133.6 
PUD Cr cccccccscosecesevencoeseseccccoeveseososeseEicese 181.6 | 182.8 189.5 189.8 190.4 191.1 
Other goods Ond ServiceS...ccccccccccesesccccsecseceWOeece 126.8 126.8 127.1 127.1 127.2 127.3 
| 
Purchasing power of the dollar as measured by-- 
Wholessle Pricesscocccocccccccccccccccosvcsoocceoocsce@Oeece 84.9 | 84,7 84,0 | 84,0 84,0 *#83.9 
COMSUMET PT ICOS. cccccccccccccscccccccccccccoceccceesssWOeeee 82.6 82,2 80.8 | 80.8 80.8 *#80.7 
Wholessle prices of selected commodities: 
Wheat flour, short patents (Minn,)...dol. per 100 Ib, sack.. 6.135 | 6.215 5.695 | 5.870 r5.830 p5.760 
Calves, venlers (Chicago)..cccsescceceeeeeed0l. por 100 Ib.. 26.50 | 27.50 31,50 | 32,00 32,00 p33.50 
Lumber ; | 
Douglas fir, const,, dried, 2" x 4",R,L..dol.per M bd. ft.. | 78.614 77.414 80.577 | 83.202 r6i.543 p79,064 
Southern pine, boards, No, 2, I" x 6", RelseccccceeedQseee | 76,490 | 76.921 75.921 | 76.726 77,482 p78.024 
Ponderosa pine, boards, No, 3, common, |" x B"ssceeedOeens | 67,690 | 66.900 67.600 69.260 r70,770 p70,770 
Pig irom: | | 2 
Basic (furnace) soecseseccccessscecesessd0l, peor long ton.. | 66.00 | 66,00 66,00 | 66,00 66,00 p66,00 
Foundry, NO, 2, NOFThern,.cccccccccccecccccccsccsessWeene | 66,50 | 66.50 66.50 | 66,50 66,50 p66,50 


r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, * Index based on 1935-39=100 is 207.2. ** Indexes based on 1935-39=100 are as follows: Measured by-- 


wholesale prices, 43,9; consumer prices, 48,35, 
9208 
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1957 1958 
ITEM 
October November August September October November 
COMMODITY PRICES 
Wholesele prices of selected commodities - Continued 
Stee!: 
Stee! billets, rerolling, carbon, f.0.b, mill 
dol, per short ton.. 92.50 92.50 95.00 95.00 95.00 p95.00 
Structural shapes (carbon), f.o.b. mill......dol. per ib.. 0594 0594 0617 0617 0617 p.0617 
Scrap, Mo, |, heavy melting: 
Composite (5 markets). .cccccccccccsseedOl, per long CERce | ecocccecce ececcccece 41.8! 41.77 41.48 p4i.68 
Pittsburgh district L/ecccccccecccecccccccccecce8@cces 38.50 32,50 43,50 42,50 45.00 p45.00 
Coal, bituminous: 
Screenings, indust, use, f.0.b, car at mine 
dol, per short ton,, 5.575 5.565 5.325 5.326 r5.329 p5.520 
Large domestic sizes, f,0.b, car at mIM@...ccccceceeIOseee 7.611 7,665 7.569 7,659 7.784 p7,805 
DOMESTIC TRADE 
Magazine advertising: 

COBt, TOTBl cccccccccccccccccccccccccccscccccctnous, Of dol.. 74,298 77, 104 40,625 61,224 71,529 74,915 
Apparel! and accessor leS..cccccccccccccccccccccceseesIOeees 6,096 4,924 4,165 7,450 5,273 4,410 
Automotive, Including accessor i@S....ccccccescceseesGWOeeee 3,584 9,227 3,047 2,742 6,355 9,727 
Buliding materials. ..cccccccccccccccccccccccccccsessGOeees 3,230 2,397 1,417 3,478 2,684 2,534 
Drugs ond toiletries. .ccccccccccccccccccesecccssescedOsees 8,401 7,968 4,895 5,826 7,026 7,373 
Feods, soft drinks, Confectionery..cccccccccccecceesIOeces 8,282 7,994 5,360 6,879 9,080 9,617 
Beer, Wine, liQuors...ccccccccccccccccccccscccseesesIOsees 4,057 4,555 2,143 3, 166 4,071 4,506 
Household equip., supplies, furnishings. ..cccccceessIQceee 8,456 7,645 2,065 4,446 7,099 6,608 
Industrial materials. ..ccccccccccccccccccccccccsseseWOeeee 5,708 6,275 2,292 3,916 3,980 3,675 
SOBPS, CIEONSETS, OTC... cccccccccccccccsecccccsesecscIOseee 1,084 719 478 972 1,652 1,016 
Smoking mater i@lS...cccccccccccccccccccesecssesessesdQeens 2,035 2,051 1,791 2,561 2,536 2,709 

Linage, TotOl..ccccccccccccccccccccccccccss thous, Of lines.. 5,376 4,971 4,032 4,990 4,942 4,678 

F 1MANCE 
Life insurance written (new paid-for insurance): 

Value, estimated total. .cccccccccccccccccscesseMll, Of dol., 6,126 5,221 5,086 5,056 5,504 5,221 
Group And wWholesBle,.cccccccccccceccsccseccscessesssdeeee 1,538 848 869 666 759 728 
INduStr i@l.ccccccccccccccccccccccccseccccsccosccessWeees 567 509 548 557 579 588 
Ord INT Y. cccccccccccccccccceccccccccccccscccccccceeeWeees 4,021 3,864 3,669 3,855 4, 166 3,905 

Turnover of demand deposits except interbank ond U, S, 
Government, annus! rate: 

New York City. cccccccccccccceelatio of debits to deposits.. 49.9 51.2 46,4 49.4 50.1 47.4 

6 OTHET CONTESTS. .cccccccccccccscccccccecoccesecesseseeIOeeee 29.6 0.5 27.4 %,3 p0,.0 p30.! 

337 other reporting CONTErs..cccccccccccccecccccsccessIOeee 22.7 23.5 21.7 23.6 p23.2 p23.9 

TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUN | CAT! ONS 
Operations on scheduled airlines: 
Miles flown, F@VORUC...ccccccccccccesescesceccces TNOUSBRGS,. 61,398 57,522 64,195 61,695 59,5735 | ccorsccccce 
Express and freight ton-miles flOWR...ccccccccsccceeeeIOsees 24,080 20,684 28,224 28, 188 FF 2 eae 
8,214 7,761 8,099 8,199 9,124 escccocces 
3,483 3,113 3,662 5,455 3,564 rT T TTT Tt 
2,015 1,790 2,381 2,100 2,101 seeeeceoes 
CHEMICALS AND ALLIED PRODUCTS 
Organic chemicals, production: 

Acetic acid (synthetic ond natureal)...ceeesees thous, of Ib., 48, 168 47,259 50,791 53,644 53,887 o06seseoss 

ACeTIC OMMYEr ide... .cccccccccccccccccscccocccccccsceseeIOeeee 84,238 85,266 86,445 90,452 89,465 | ccccccccce 

Acetyisalicylic acid (Ospirim).cccccccccccccsccccceeseGOsees 1,907 1,774 1,372 1,456 1,080 | cccccoccce 

Creasote Ol I. .ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccetNOUS. Of gel.. 10,244 9,936 9,155 8,520 19,052 | cccccccece 

DOT cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccosccccccet hous, Of Ib.. 8,952 9,017 11,197 12,291 12,745 | sccccccces 

Ethy! acetate (B59). ccccccccccccccccccccccsccccsessessIQeeee 9,801 9,002 8,552 9,654 8,68! ecccccccecs 

Ethylene glycol. .cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccecesIOeeee 104,543 106, 358 88,983 89,410 OD,GI2 | coeceseses 

Formaldehyde (37% HCHO). .ccccccccsccccccccsecccssesesedOseee 123,410 117,081 117,207 134,494 148,011 eccccccccs 

Methanol: | 
Matural (1008)... .ccccccccccccccccccccccccetnous, Of gal,. 105 134 149 49 | 1D. | escoccscce 
Senn TU ecdivinastecinnesidondidadsennsmaesdilines 18, 665 17,747 18,268 20,151 | 21,688 | ceccecccce 

Phthalic anhydride. ..cccccccccccccccccescccccetnous, of Ib.. 3,317 31,231 21,830 25,300 | 27,570 | coccccccce 

Syathetic plastics and resin materials, production: 

Cellulose scetate and mixed ester plastics: 

Sheets, rods, and tubeS.....cccccccccccecccetnous, Of Ib,. 3,613 3,653 *3,549 *5,947 *35,717 teen 
Molding and extrusion materials. .ccccscccccccccsesesIOeeee 9,663 7,624 *8,734 *8,215 #10,035 9600000006 
Other cellulose Plastics, .csccccccccccccccccesesesesIOeees 546 344 * e @ | cecceccocce 

Nitrocellulose sheets, rods, And tubeS....ccccccceseeeIOeees 330 339 229 223 271 sceseeseus 

Phenolic and other tar acid TeSIAS. .ccceccccccceseeeseIOeeee 45,317 37,769 34,270 | 39, 900 46,205 | coccccccce 

PolySTyr ene, .cccccccccccccccccccccccccocccscccceseoseedOeees 52,759 47,811 47,199 | 55,257 58,853 | cccceccccs 

Uren and melamine resins... ccccccccccccccscccccceccesssGOseee 25,933 22,926 25,128 | 28 , 302 30,095 | scccccccce 

Vinyl POSINS, .ccccccccccccccccccccccccrccesccscessecesIOeees 77,088 71,535 69,672 82,135 BB,551 | ccccvcccce 

Alkyd TOSIAS., ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccecoccccsocssoOecce 32,979 24,937 28,314 3,375 52,540 eeececeese 

Rosin modifications. .cccccccccccccccccsesccccscsseesssIOsees 10,991 9,097 11,076 10,665 | 11,327 | cccccccece 

CSINRRIEE CODNDRG ccicieccceccccasesssevensesonticesssdlvess 7,976 6,589 7,991 8,730 | = ee Pe 

Polyethylene resinS...ccccccccccccccccccccccccevesseesGWeeee | 62,552 62,936 68 ,064 75,252 | 70,308 | cwcescsose 


r/ Revised. p/ Preliminary, * Effective May 1958, data for "other cellulose plastics” are combined with sheets, etc,., and molding and 
extrusion materials, |/ Data beginning August 1958 are not strictly comparabie with earlier quotations, 
9208 





MONTHLY BUSINESS STATISTICS — Continued 








1957 





October November August 





FOODSTUFFS 
1,919.9 1,742.0 


Meats, production, Total. ..csccccccccccececscccceeMil, OF ID.. 
Beet G2d VEO ccccccccccccccccccoccccccesccccccccesceeEBecee 896, ! 898.4 
Lamb Od MUTTON, cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccceeWeces 44,1 43,0 
Pork, Including lard. .ccccccccccccccccccccccoccccecceeWOscce 979.8 800.6 
182.6 139.4 


LOrd. ccccccccccccccccccocccocccccceccecccccecccoescoNWccee 
LEATHER AND PRODUCTS 


Leather production: 
Calf and whole Kipssccccececccccccecccccscethous, of skins... 646 r600 
Cattie hide and side kip..........thous, of hides and kips.. ° 1,979 2,020 
Geet Od KidrcccccccccccccccccoccccocccccocthOUs, OF skins... 1,114 1,499 
Sheep and Iam coccccccccocoosocooocoosoooccoosooecosoS@eoes , 2,377 2,243 


METALS AND MANUFACTURES 


Fabricated structural! stee!: 
Orders, new (net). ..cccccccccccccccesethous, of short tons.. 218 226 256 259 243 
SHI pMORtS. cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccoccccoscoeeEOccce 334 298 314 307 271 
Backlog, @nd Of MONTH... crccccerccccccecscseseccecsesedOseee 3,233 2,119 2,047 1,913 1,839 
Aluminum, COSTINGS. ccccccccccccccccccecsesecccseeemil, Of Ib.. 58.9 45.0 52.8 55.7 
Radiators and convectors, cast iron: 
SWIpMOAtsS. cccccccccccccccccccccccccccccscctnOUs, Of $q. ft.. 
Stocks, end Of MONTH... .cccccccncccccserecesceseseseesdOsese 


Ol! burners: 
44,613 58,921 74,611 FRSEe I sccscocece 


SHIPMORTS. . cc cccccccccccccccccccsccccccccesscscsscs cNUMDGT ., 
Stacks, O20 OF GEAccccccccccccccececocccccccesccecesO@eccs 41,298 41,968 35,265 3B,413 | cccccccces 


Stoves and ranges, domestic cooking, exciuding electrical: 
Shipments, TOTdl...cccccccccscecscscsceccsccccseccseMIMDOFr,, 
Coal Od WOOd. cocccccccccccccccccccccsceccoccccccceeWeece 
Gas (including bungalow and Combination)... cceeeeeWOeeee 
Kerosene, gasoline, and fue! Giles ccccecceccecceeeeedOsees 


2,551 2,095 2,643 | ccccccccce eecceccess 
**4,57| 4,950 4.087 | cccccceces | cocccocece 


146,777 148, 303 170,490 198,602 | cscccccees 
3,328 4,489 5,659 5,616 | secccccees 
137, 166 136,936 158, 146 185,604 | .ccccccees 
6,283 6,878 6,685 7,382 | scccccccce 


173,398 263, 185 333,778 SERGE 1 cccovccece 
ee Ol NG ccecscescedsdadassscocooscceessasasoccsdlivare 17,055 35,013 58,129 61,183 | ccccccecce 
127, 137 175,457 218,012 241,896 | cccccccees 


COS cccccccccccccccccccccccecccecceccecccccceccocsceseedOeeee 
Kerosene, gasoline, and fue! O)!....cccceeececcccsecesGQeees 29,206 52,715 57,6357 62,902 | cocccscces 


Stoves, domestic heating, shipments, ToTOl...c.ccceeseeeGseee 


96,745 124,199 153,269 143,675 | sccccccccs 
| PTTTTTITITITITITITITITTI TTT TriiTiiiTiiTitii tt Te 61,884 85, 356 103,852 98,428 eeeeesesee 
‘TEPPTITTTITITITITITITITITITITITITI TTT TT 26,524 34,911 43,818 40,100 | cccccccees 

2,892 3,932 5,599 5,147 | cccccccces 


SOlId Fuel ccccccccccccccccccccccccccccccscceccesccesedOecee 
Water heaters, gos, SHIPMENTS... ccccceccccescccsesecevesdOssee 169,26! 211,634 224,691 254,743 oueseceese 


Furnaces, industrial, new orders, net: 
Electric processing. ..cccccccccccccccccccesecetnous, Of dol,, 1,448 749 1,177 1,119 908 777 
Fuei-fired (except for hot rolling St@@!)..ccccccccceeG@cces 1,400 1,634 2,010 771 854 3,674 
Machine tools (metai-cutting and meta!l-forming): 
Mew orders (met), TOTS! .ccccccccccccccessececemil, Of dol.. 39.70 35,15 28.80 28.10 37,00 p29, 15 
Demest iCecccccccccccccccccccccccccccccscoccocecccceedOecee 32.70 30,80 23.20 24,65 r32,00 p25.25 
Shipments, total ccccccccescccccccccoccccccccccoccocecEOecse 76,05 59.75 29.80 34,90 r4i,40 p33.30 
Domest iCoccccccccccccccccccccccceccccccscccceccccceeWOccce 66.05 51,60 24,95 29.65 35.90 p27.20 
Estimated DOCKIOg.. cccccccccccccecescesccsesesesesseMONtNS,, 3.2 3.1 2.8 2.9 3.0 p3.0 
Electrice! equipment: 
Ranges (inci, built-ins), dom, and export sales, .thousands,, 120.4 116,8 
Vacuum cleaners, standard type, sales billed... ....60edOeees 328.7 251.1 
Woshers, sales billed (domestic and export) ab/ecccccecGQceee 377.6 267.8 


r/ Revised, p/ Preliminary, * Data are for August 1958, ** Data are for September 1958. |/ Date exciude sales of combination washer- 
dryer units: sales of such types toteled 17,700 units in November 1958, 
USCOMM-biC-9208 


Werm-air furnaces, shipments, TOTB!....ccccccccccceccceedOcces 


81.4 121.8 r 135.5 129.3 
280.2 299.6 339.1 293.6 
326.8 423.1 404.1 333.0 
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